
 

Enterprise Projects 
Internal Work Placements at The Oaks Specialist College 

 

Enterprise Projects at The Oaks are a fun, creative and practical way to develop key employability 
skills, gain work experience and understand how businesses operate.  
 
Growing, making, cooking and creating, learners will produce a range of amazing products to sell 
within our Communication Café, instore Tesco and also via our website and social media pages. All 
money raised during these projects will be reinvested into other enterprise projects, to purchase 
more equipment and resources to develop these work placements even further. 
 
All work placements and enterprise projects will be treated as real work experience and will follow a 
work-related learning booklet. This evidences learnersΩ progress and identifies the skills learners are 
developing. This also gives them a chance to reflect on their work placement and gain a better 
understanding if this is something they might like to pursue in the future.  
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Gardening & Horticulture 

 
Gardening and Horticulture is a great way to learn key employability skills and gain an understanding 
of how businesses operate through a range of enterprise projects. It is also a fun and creative way to 
develop independence skills and learn how to grow healthy foods and understand where our food 
comes from. During the gardening enterprise project learners will plant, grow and maintain a variety 
of fresh fruit, vegetables and flowers to use in the Communication café and to sell at our Tesco 
Store. 
 
As well as planting, growing and maintaining the plants and vegetables, learners will also plan and 
design how they wish to sell their produce, and make decisions regarding price, packaging, 
advertising and the steps and resources needed to do this. Would they sell in bulk to the café? Will 
they package and sell produce individually in our in-house Tesco store? Or will they advertise and 
promote via the website and social media page to bring in new customers? These are all problems to 
solve and decisions that learners will be making as a team when they are taking part in their work 
placement.   
 

 

While learners are growing plants, vegetables, fruit and flowers to sell in the 
communication café and within our in college Tesco. They will also grow as 

individuals and develop independence and employability skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Catering & Hospitality 
 
Catering and Hospitality is an amazing work placement within The Oaks. Learners will plan, cook and 
make a range of healthy and tasty products to sell within the communication café and in within the 
internal Tesco supermarket. Learners will also experience different job roles within catering and 
hospitality. As well as cooking and making different foods, cakes and drinks learners will serve 
customers, clear away tables and provide great customer service - developing key employability 
skills and gaining valuable work experience while taking part in these internal work placements. A 
real insight into the world of work in a safe and supportive environment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These work placements will also help learners develop their independence skills. Cooking healthy 
local produce and understanding why its important to eat healthily and have a balanced diet. 
Learners will have to create a plan on what healthy foods and drink they would like to make and sell, 
then get feedback from customers and look at the sales figures in the café and Tesco. To see if has 
been successful or not and get a better understanding to what healthy foods and drinks staff, 
learners and other customers would like in the future. Gathering this information and learning what 
products to make in the future to see their sales figures go up.  
 
Learners will follow a work related learning booklet that documents all the key information learners 
needs for their work placement. It will identify what tools, equipment, materials and produce they 
need each week. It will keep a record of activities and events and give learners an opportunity to 
review their work placement.  
 



 

Fashion & Textiles 
 
 
Fashion and textiles are a fun way for learners to express 
themselves and be creative. Designing, creating, making 
and selling. As part of the Fashion and Textiles work 
placement at The Oaks, learners will plan, make and 
create a range of fantastic products to sell within our 
internal Tesco shop and via our website and social media 
pages. All money raised will be reinvested into buy more 
materials and equipment to develop these work 
placements even further.  
 
Learners will gain key employability skills from this work 
placement. Being creative, working as a team, effective 
communication, decision making, perseverance, time 
management and many more. Also using Maths, English, 
digital media and technology to advertise, market and 
sell their products.  
 

 

The opportunities and possibilities are endless 
Learners can research, plan, design, create and make anything they believe will sell. Using their 
imagination and being creative, researching and designing wonderful products. Learners will take 
charge of their own projects and take responsibility for their own development.  
 



 

Art & Restoration 

 
Art and Restoration projects are a fun and practical way to learn and develop key employability skills 
and understand that people can make a living off being creative and making products to sell, as well 
as restoring old items and bringing new life to them. 
 
Learners can be creative, use their imagination and explore different ideas during this work 
placement. Enhancing key employability skills like team work, communication, time management, 
perseverance, following instructions, motivation and initiative, along with many other key skills. 
Learners will also have to use their Maths, English, Digital media and Technology during the 
enterprise projects and in the process of selling their products in Tesco and online via our website 
and social media.  
 
It is a valuable skill being able to restore, recycle and uplift old items to give them a new purpose. If 
something is broken, why throw it away? Why not try and fix it? Or be creative and change it, so it 
has a new purpose? The skills of using our imagination, problem solving, being resources and 
economical have perhaps been lost by an age where if something is broken, you go on the computer 
and buy another one. These skills are crucial and need to be passed on to next generations.  

 
There are lots of amazing projects that learners can work on and develop key 

employability and independence skills 
 

 
The Oaks will be working in partnership with Artytime Scrap Store on developing different enterprise 
project. Artytime is a Community Interest Company based in Crowborough.  
 
Their mission is ά¢o bring Arts and Craft to all ages and abilities. The world needs creative thinkers. 
²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ age is the key to future wellbeingΦέ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Spill the Beans 
Communication café 

 
The Oaks Ƙŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀŦŞ set up internally within the college. Making delicious 
foods, drinks and healthy snacks each week and providing an amazing service to its customers. 
Encouraging healthy foods, healthy communication and meaningful interactions.   
 
The café is loaded with top quality equipment and utensils. Providing our learners the perfect 
opportunity to gain valuable work experience in a safe supportive environment. Developing key 
employability, customer service and communication skills and gaining a real insight into what it is 
like working in a café.  
 
As part of their weekly routine, learners will create a food menu to send out to staff and other 
learners via email. Then they will go shopping and buy all the ingredients and produce needed for 
that weeks menu. Once they return to college learners will get started on preparing the foods. 
Learners will start cooking and deliver their tasty foods around the college. This has been a huge 
success so far and learners at The Oaks absolutely love working at Spill the Beans café. 
 
In the near future, Spill the Beans café is planning on opening its doors to the public. Inviting all 
stakeholders of The Oaks to come in and experience the amazing service and healthy foods the café 
is providing. Getting a first-hand look at the wonderful work that goes on at The Oaks. 

 
 
 

 


